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that this indicated Germanic origins. Accused of having Jewish
blood, Bela de Imredy, on the public platform, produced wedding
and baptismal certificates for three generations back, which
showed that his origins were indeed predominantly Germanic. His
paternal grandfather was a Heinrich, his maternal grandfather
was a Zenger from the Palatinate, his maternal grandmother was a
Nepomuk from Herr Hitler's home country, and so on, and, a
comic touch, the baptismal certificate of his maternal grand-
father, made out in Vienna more than a century ago, bore the
remark 'Valid only as proof of Aryan origin3.
So you see that some of Hitler's ideas are not so newfangled.
Hungary is a strangely remote country, in some ways, and I
found some amusement, in a grim world, in the stupefaction with
which the Old Regime in Budapest regarded this new venture
of the man who was to save them from Hitler. Imr&iy, they now
said venomously, was feeling the call of his German blood. But
actually Imredy was trying to do only what Papen had tried to do
in Germany, Dollfuss and Schuschnigg in Austria, what Goga had
failed to do in Rumania and what King Carol was now trying to
do there — to steal the thunder of the extremists, and retain his
hold on power, by doing some things they clamoured for, by
making some concession to the undoubted public desire for these
things.
It is a device that has always failed until now, but who knows?
In Hungary the 'Hungarist' movement (National Socialism on a
Hungarian basis) is strong. Its Leader, the ex-officer Major Franz
Szalasi, still lies in prison, and since I had left Budapest Count
Louis Szechenyi, detested of his class, had gone to join him there.
If the fight remained a purely domestic Hungarian one, if the
ring were kept, 'Hungarism' was crushed, as the Iron Guard was
crushed in Rumania. Oxygen administered from beyond the
frontier alone could revive it. Would this be given? There, again,
you have the question, how far will Germany go in insisting on
the co-ordination of domestic political life, in the countries she
dominates, with her own? Coming months will give the answer.
Meanwhile the Old Regime — doughty foes, who have kept
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